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my concern about the nature of the new German policy. No
less out of place was the talk of "preservation of continuity."
Only a fundamental change in Germany's course, only the
restoration of equal justice for all and of personal freedom and
security, can assure Germany's future. Yet there is no possi-
bility of evolution in the direction of legality; those who harbour
the idea are shutting their eyes to the essential feature of the
"dynamic" revolution, that its course is in the very opposite
direction of all legality, in the direction of the destruction of
everything of value that the past held, a course of total nihilism.
The hope of any purging of the movement from within is
equally illusory, and so is that of the penetration of conservative
elements among the personnel of the revolution. Behind such
arguments lies to this day the same inability as in 1933-34 to
realize the true character of National Socialism, and the irre-
solution that still cannot see that what is needed is a definite
decision, not a mere tactical deal or bargain. It is precisely
by their acceptance of things as they are in the hope of effecting
"appeasement" and a slowing down of the general course that
all the leading personalities, the personalities on whom thinking
people had rested their hope that something of value might
after all come out of the deal of 1933, have thrown away the
opportunities they once had of exerting influence.
Freedom of action can be preserved in face of a continuing
process only up to a certain point. Beyond that point one
inevitably becomes the slave of events. The logic of the process
takes charge, upsetting all independent plans and calculations.
All that is left to do is to submit to force, with, as the German
proverb has it, a good grace. In Berlin in the autumn of 1934
I urged the need for a decision as to the general lines of the
new policy at least for Danzig. I was anxious to resign, but
was advised by influential personages not to do so, as the course
of events could only be preserved from taking a dangerous
turn if the leadership was not left to fall into the hands of the